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Who are we?
Southern Waste 
Solutions is a waste 
management authority 
established under 
section 30 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 
and is jointly owned 
by Clarence City, 
Sorell, Tasman and 
Kingborough Councils. 

Southern Waste Solutions was established in 2001 and provides waste 
management solutions to Tasmanians in the Break O’Day, Brighton, 
Clarence City, Glamorgan Spring Bay, Glenorchy City, Hobart City, Huon 
Valley, Kingborough, Sorell, Southern Midlands and Tasman Council areas.

Under Section 20 of the Local Government Act 1993 councils are required 
to look after the health of their communities through the responsible 
management of waste. Southern Waste Solutions’ owner councils have 
delegated some of these responsibilities to the organisation. 

The role of Southern Waste Solutions includes the operation and 
management of the Lutana Waste Transfer Station, the Copping Landfill 
and the Copping C-cell. An independent Board oversees the direction and 
financial management of the business and a small team of ten manages 
the two sites. Downer EDI Works operates the Category B landfill under 
contract to Southern Waste Solutions.

What do we do?
Southern Waste Solutions accepts and manages waste at both the 
Lutana Waste Transfer Station and Copping Landfill sites. Waste 
received at the Lutana Waste Transfer Station is deposited on a 
walking floor and fed into one of two compactors that compact the 
waste ready for transport to Copping in leakproof semi-trailers. 
Compacting the waste ensures maximum legal payloads, which 
minimises the number of trips and reduces Southern Waste 
Solutions’ carbon footprint.

Southern Waste Solutions accepts clean fill, non-contaminated building 
rubble and perishable waste (Categories A & B) at both sites. Low level 
contaminated waste (Category B) and contaminated waste (Category C) 
may be accepted at Copping subject to approval from the Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA). The Copping Landfill also accepts properly 
wrapped asbestos, as do most other Tasmanian landfills.

The Lutana Waste Transfer Station is authorised to receive and treat 
clinical waste from around the state. This waste is treated on site to 
render it safe. It is then transported to the Copping Landfill for disposal. 
Clinical waste is strictly defined and includes bandages, disposable medical 
instruments, bed linen and sharps.



Copping C-cell explained
Following requests from industry, and with support from 
the State Government, Southern Waste Solutions set about 
establishing the state’s first Category C-cell waste disposal 
site in 2012.

Categories  
of landfills
Category A landfills can accept solid 
uncontaminated material and fill material, 
which can include wood, bricks, 
concrete, rocks and fencing.

Category B landfills can accept the 
same waste as Category A landfills 
as well as perishable waste. They can 
also accept low-level contaminated 
soil subject to approval by the EPA. 
Perishable waste includes household 
domestic garbage, waste from 
businesses and waste from local council 
litter bins or street sweeping.

Category C landfills can accept the 
same waste as Category B landfills as 
well as controlled Category C waste, 
subject to EPA approval. Controlled 
wastes that may be accepted by the 
Copping C-cell include contaminated 
soils and timber. Controlled waste such 
as radioactive materials, paints, solvents 
and pesticides are not accepted.

Get involved 
Southern Waste Solutions acknowledges the value of community engagement and welcomes the opportunity 
to foster understanding and cooperation between Southern Waste Solutions and the local community. Southern 
Waste Solutions offers personalised tours of the Copping Landfill site for those interested in gaining a deeper understanding 
of its operations. Alternatively, virtual tours can be taken by downloading the PDF on our website at www.swstas.com.au.

Southern Waste Solutions is passionate about educating young people about responsible environmental waste management 
and is working with an experienced educationist to develop a schools program. 

Tasmania has many industries that produce controlled waste as a by-
product of their business, including agriculture, aquaculture, mining and 
manufacturing. Much of this waste is temporarily stored at worksites, 
including built up areas and on the shorelines of various bodies of 
water, risking contamination of waterways and the urban environment.

A cell is simply another word for a securely lined landfill, or a site that is 
used to safely bury waste as part of the process of waste management. 
The Copping C-cell is a highly secure type of landfill that has been built 
to best practice and accepts Category C waste. It has been constructed 
adjacent to the existing B-cells at the Copping site, which house 
Category A and Category B waste. The C-cell is a carefully engineered 
and built structure located in solid, impermeable dolerite rock and lined 
with multiple layers of clay and impermeable man-made membranes. 
The Copping C-cell is a safe distance away from any watercourse, 
being approximately 2.5km away from the nearest river. All of its buffer 
zones are well in excess of EPA recommendations.

The purpose of the C-cell is to provide a sustainable and secure 
method of waste management in Tasmania by isolating waste from 
the surrounding environment (surface water and groundwater) in a 
structure that has been approved by the EPA. It undergoes regular 
monitoring and testing to ensure it meets all regulations and this 
monitoring and testing will continue indefinitely after the cell is closed 
and capped. A trust fund fully financed by gate fees will pay for 
post closure expenditure. The location of different kinds of waste is 
mapped inside the cell with the goal of recycling or reusing it in the 
future, should the opportunity present itself.

The Copping C-cell is the first of its kind in  
Tasmania and is expected to provide the  
state with a secure waste management  
solution well into the future.



Environmental Responsibility 
Southern Waste Solutions is more 
than just a waste management 
company. We are a passionate 
advocate of environmental 
sustainability and maintaining 
Tasmania’s clean and green image.

From a trailblazing corporate partnership with Landcare 
Tasmania, to award winning practices, renewable energy 
generation and active on-site leachate treatment, 
Southern Waste Solutions has cemented its reputation 
as an environmentally responsible waste manager with a 
focus on sustainability and carbon footprint reduction.

2019 EPA Sustainability Award Finalist
As a finalist in the 2019 Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) Sustainability Awards, Southern Waste 
Solutions demonstrated its passion and commitment 
for sustainability and to reducing environmental impacts 
through waste minimisation and resource efficiency. 

Since November 2018, Southern Waste Solutions has 
safely and securely accepted and stored over 4,000 
tonnes of C-cell material. This material would previously 
have been shipped interstate to less secure facilities or 
stored in suboptimal conditions. 

Designed with the capacity to accept material state-
wide and from Antarctica, the facility has helped reduce 
pollution and carbon emissions, and helped to improve the 
health of current and future generations of Tasmanians. 

Renewable energy production
Renewable energy to power Tasmanian homes is now 
being produced onsite through a methane combusting 
energy initiative at the Copping Landfill. 

Operated by LMS Energy, the Copping Renewable 
Energy Facility is expected to generate more than 
8,500 megawatt hours of reliable, renewable, base-
load electricity each year. 

The move to renewable energy generation sees 
Southern Waste Solutions contribute to Tasmania’s 
growing clean and green energy reputation, and due 
to the outstanding success of this venture, LMS 
Energy is now planning the installation of a second 
generator at the Copping Landfill. 

Wetlands treatment system 

In addition to passive evaporation techniques already 
employed, a pilot wetlands treatment system has 
been constructed and leachate is now actively 
treated onsite at the Copping Landfill, in line with 
world’s best environmental practice standards.

Following assessment by the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) and months of open community 
consultation, a series of interconnected ponds have 
been constructed at the facility. The ponds are lined 
with impermeable manmade liners and planted with 
endemic species.

The ecologically sensitive system, designed and 
implemented by Syrinx Environmental, utilises natural 
wetland vegetation processes to treat wastewater 
from the Copping B-cell without the need for 
external energy or chemicals.

Once proven effective, the pilot system will be 
expanded to a full-scale operation  
where, after rigorous testing,  
treated wastewater will be  
reintegrated back into the  
surrounding ecosystem.

(03) 6273 9712
finance@swstas.com.au

Lutana Waste Transfer Station  129 Derwent Park Road, Lutana
Copping Landfill  Arthur Highway, Copping


